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Special Cherry Blossom Festival Edition

ashington, D.C. welcomes the arrival of spring vitte National Cherry,

Blossom Festival, a tradition that showcases treutifell gift of 3,000

cherry trees that the City of Tokyo gave to ouraras capital as a symb

of friendship between Japan and the United Staldse National Cherr
Blossom Festival is an annual two-week, city-widerd featuring a number of interna
tional cultural performances and several otherigpevents. From arts and exhibits to
cuisine and sports, there is something for everyoramjoy!

This year, the celebration of the cherry blossoassee and the Cherry Blossom Festival is tempered
by the knowledge that so many have been suffeninge aftermath of the multiple disasters thatcétru
Japan in March. We continue to keep the Japare@goin our thoughts and prayers.

Since 1948, the National Conference of State Sesié@NCSS) has sponsored several festival activi-
ties every year that feature Cherry Blossom Preegsvho are selected by their respective state-soci
ties to represent their states in festival ceregmniThe Connecticut State Society’'s Cherry Blossom
Princess, Rebecca N. Crosswaith, was profiledenréicent Spring edition of the newsletter. Sheadid
wonderful job of enthusiastically representing @e@nnecticut Society at all the NCSS-sponsored svent
AND very worthwhile community service projealsiring the second week of the Cherry Blossom Festi
val (Saturday, April 2 through Saturday, April 9he photos on the following pages show Rebecca at:

1) The Japanese Stone Lantern Lighting Ceremon$wnday, April 3, which features traditional
Japanese music and remarks by a number of digrstaricluding the Ambassador of Japan to the
Unites States. The Stone Lantern, which is affttel Basin, is lit once each year by the Princess
representing the Embassy of Japan, and only dtlien@herry Blossom Festival.

2) The NCSS Presidents’ Congressional ReceptioWednesday, April 6, which is held in the Ken-
nedy Caucus Room on Capitol Hill. Each princesstimduced with her escort, who is often a
Member of Congress from her state or an NCSS & stiety officer.

3) The Northeast State Societies Cherry BlossomcPBsis Dinner on Thursday, April 7, held at the
Officers Club at Fort Myer in Arlington, Virginiand sponsored by the Maine State Society.

4) The Cherry Blossom Grand Ball and Sushi Receptio Friday, April 8, which is held at the Re-
nassiance Washington DC Hotel and is an elegankiia affair. It is at this event that the Cher-
ry Blossom Queen is selected by the time-honoatition of the spin of the Wheel of Fortune.

5) The 2011 National Cherry Blossom Festival Pa@d8&aturday morning, April 9, featuring giant
balloons, floats, bands, and specialty gsoupis the first opportunity for the newly-croeah
Cherry Blossom Queen and her Japan coumteégpgreet the public.

6) Sakura Matsuri Japanese Street Festivalvwollp the Parade, featuring a Japanese beer garden,
Japanese pop culture, traditional crafts, cuisimagtial arts, and more.

We hope you enjoy these photos and can participatext year's celebration marking the 100th:
Anniversary of the planting of the first cherrydsein West Potomac Park. It will be a great tifme!!



Japanese Stone Lantern Lighting Ceremony

Rebecca (center) with other Cherry Blossom Prinpess to ceremony

L-R: Rie Akiba, Embassy of Japan Princess; Mikanfiva, 2011 Japal
Cherry Blossom Association Queen; Margot Pfeffe2{@] 0 United States
Cherry Blossom Festival Queen




Lantern Lighting - 2

Japanese Ambassador to the United States, The &ldadchiro Fujisaki, at the podium

The Washington Japanese Choral Society Performitigirector Kimiko Shimada-Kitani




Lantern Lighting - 3

The Washington Toho Koto Society Performing. Th®kis made of Paulownia wood, is about six f
long and ten inches wide, and has thirteen strifiggjual size and tension. A bridge is placed und

each string. Moving the bridge up or down resultan infinite range of tunings.

The Embassy of Japan Princess, Rie Akiba; the 2QBhICherry Blossom Assa
ciation Queen Mika Shinzawa; and other internatipnaicesses light the stone
lantern, which was carved 366 years ago and fgbktdd in Japan in 1650.
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Lantern Lighting - 4

Cherry Blossom Queens and Embassy Princessesgmsitén Cherry Blossom Festival Officials

Rebecca having a very enjoyable time as the CTeBdsiCherry Blossom Princess




NCSS Presidents’ Congressional Reception

Rebecca with her escort at the Congressional Recept.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal

L-R: U.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal, Connecticuti€ty Cherry Blossom Princess
Rebecca N. Crosswaith, and Connecticut SocietydbBmber Scott A. Morris




Congressional Reception — 2

Rebecca with some of her fellow Cherry Blossom ¢&@ses and friends from around the countt

Rebecca with her parents, Paul and Shirley Croglswai




Congressional Reception — 3

Rebecca with Margot Pfefferle, 2010 United Stather@/ Blossom Festival Queen

Rebecca introducing Senator Blumenthal as her efmathe Congressional Receptipn




Northeast State Societies Cherry Blossom Princesmsr

L-R: Ugne Buivydaite, Embassy of the Republic ahliania Princess; New Jersey Princess Victoriag®ilb
Connecticut Princess Rebecca Crosswaith, 2010 £B&ssom Queen Margot Pfefferle, 2011 Japan Cherry
Blossom Queen Mika Shinzawa, Maine Princess Kelsayble, Massachusetts Princess Lauren Maffeo,
Delaware Princess Elizabeth Jane McCune, and Embastussia Princess Elizaveta Agladze

Rebecca with her good friends from Massachusets; Dersey, and Delaware




Northeast State Societies Dinner — 2

L-R: Connecticut Society Board Member Scott A. MgirElizabeth Malerba, 2009 Connecticut State Sgpcie

Cherry Blossom Princess and 2011 Princess Comn@be€hair; Rebecca N. Crosswaith, 2011 Connecticut

State Society Cherry Blossom Princess; and Cdittinahue, 2010 Connecticut State Society Cherrysios
Princess and 2011 Princess Committee Co-Chair

L-R: Pennsylvania State Society Princess Alexaiitiar, Maine State Society Princess
Kelsey Gamble, Connecticut State Society PrincetseBca Crosswaith, 2010 New Jersey
State Society Princess Amanda Ussak; New Jerséy Staiety Princess Victoria Gilbert




Cherry Blossom Grand Ball and Sushi Reception

Rebecca with her escort for the Grand Ball, Maxi&ig/ho is a friend from her hometown of Newingtom
was a member of the Washington staff of U.S. Ser@toistopher J. Dodd

L-R: Arkansas Princess Terry Vo, Oregon Princesst&n Donheffner, Connecticut Princess
Rebecca N. Crosswaith, and Wyoming Princess JA#isie at the pre-dinner Sushi Receptior




Grand Ball & Sushi Reception — 2

L-R: Connecticut Society Board Member Scott A. MgrConnecticut Society Cherry Blossom Prince
Rebecca N. Crosswaith; and Max Gigle, escort ferGbhnnecticut Society Cherry Blossom Princes

Junior Cherry Blossom Princesses at the GrandaBallSushi Reception having a great time!!!
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Grand Ball & Sushi Reception — 3

Rebecca and Max at their table, Lucky Number TaBleprior to the dinner invocation

2010 Cherry Blossom Festival Queen Margot Pfeffedimg escorted to the ballroom stage




Grand Ball & Sushi Reception — 4

Rebecca and Max on the dance floor

The 2011 Cherry Blossom Princesses on the stagetprthe spin of the Wheel of Fortune and the
lection and crowning of the 2011 Cherry BlossomtivakQueen
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Grand Ball & Sushi Reception — 5

Guarding the spectacular Mikimoto Crown, a priceldgpanese work of art, which the next
Cherry Blossom Festival Queen will be crowned witbn't mess with these guys!!!

Alison Speaker, West Virginia State Society Ch@&lgssom Princess, after having been
selected and crowned the 2011 Cherry Blossom Fg€diueen




2011 National Cherry Blossom Festival Parade
and Sakura Matsui Japanese Street Festival

The parade route was Constitution Avenue, N.W. fi@mStreet to 17th Street; the parade lasted twosh

Rebecca (at right) walking the parade route withfebow Cherry Blossom Princesses




Parade and Street Festival — 2

Alison Speaker, 2011 United States Cherry BlossaraeR, with Mike Shinzawa, 2011 Japan Cherry Blossom
Association Queen, proceeding along the route@ptrade

Parade Grand Marshal Atticus Shaffer who is a membthe cast of ABC's “The Middle’




Parade and Street Festival — 3

Banner of the Majestic Knights Marching Band ofIBalSenior High School, where
Rebecca is currently working as a tutor and metatdive 14 year old girls.

The Majestic Knights Marching Band of Ballou Sertitigh School, located in the Anacostia section a2 D




Parade and Street Festival — 4

The Banner for the Sakura Matsui Japanese Stredv#&le sponsored by the Japan-America Soci-
ety of Washington, D.C., an educational and cultorganization.

Rebecca (at right) standing on stage with hervielherry Blossom Princesses at the Street Festjval




Parade and Street Festival — 5

L-R: Jessie Catherine Kennedy, Virginia Cherry Btoa Princess and First Runner-Up for Cherry Blos-
som Queen; Mika Shinzawa, 2011 Japan Cherry Blogsssuciation Queen; Alison Speaker, 2011
United States Cherry Blossom Queen; Rie Akiba, Esspaf Japan Princess; and Victoria Rocha,
Nevada State Society Cherry Blossom Princess

Elizaveta Agladze, Embassy of Russia Princess, avithspiring Cherry Blossom Princess




Parade and Street Festival — 6

Rebecca introducing herself to the crowd at theuGakatsui Japanese Street Festival




The Cherry Blossom Princess Program

hank you again to our Connecticut Society 2011 hBtossom Princess, Rebecca N.

Crosswaith; to all of the young ladies who appliedbe Connecticut Society Cherry Blos-

som Princess in 2011; and to the dedicated andviarking Co-Chairs of the Connecti-

cut Society’s Princess Committee, Elizabeth Male@209 Connecticut Society Cherry
Blossom Princess, and Caitlin Donahue, 2010 Comuchociety Cherry Blossom Princess. This
could not have been done with out you all, andGbanecticut Society appreciates your enthusiasm
and efforts.

Thank you, Rebecca, for making a point to be inedlin all of NCSS’s community service activi-
ties - the Heart of America Foundation’s Books frdm Heart Program; The Capital Area Food
Bank distribution; and the USO’s assembling of qaaekages. These projects are so important and
certainly demonstrate your commitment to helpinggbe less fortunate than ourselves. Great job!!!
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