
 
 
 
 

W ashington, D.C. welcomes the arrival of spring with the National Cherry 
Blossom Festival, a tradition that showcases the beautiful gift of 3,000 
cherry trees that the City of Tokyo gave to our nation’s capital as a symbol 
of friendship between Japan and the United States.  The National Cherry 

Blossom Festival is an annual two-week, city-wide event featuring a number of interna-
tional cultural performances and several other special events.  From arts and exhibits to   
cuisine and sports, there is something for everyone to enjoy!  
 

This year, the celebration of the cherry blossom season and the Cherry Blossom Festival is tempered 
by the knowledge that so many have been suffering in the aftermath of the multiple disasters that struck 
Japan in March.  We continue to keep the Japanese people in our thoughts and prayers. 

 

Since 1948, the National Conference of State Societies (NCSS) has sponsored several festival activi-
ties every year that feature Cherry Blossom Princesses who are selected by their respective state socie-
ties to represent their states in festival ceremonies.  The Connecticut State Society’s Cherry Blossom 
Princess, Rebecca N. Crosswaith, was profiled in the recent Spring edition of the newsletter.  She did a 
wonderful job of enthusiastically representing the Connecticut Society at all the NCSS-sponsored events  
AND very worthwhile community service projects during the second week of the Cherry Blossom Festi-
val (Saturday, April 2 through Saturday, April 9).  The photos on the following pages show Rebecca at:  

 

1) The Japanese Stone Lantern Lighting Ceremony on Sunday, April 3, which features traditional 
Japanese music and remarks by a number of dignitaries, including the Ambassador of Japan to the 
Unites States.  The Stone Lantern, which is at the Tidal Basin, is lit once each year by the Princess 
representing the Embassy of Japan, and only during the Cherry Blossom Festival. 

 

2) The NCSS Presidents’ Congressional Reception on Wednesday, April 6, which is held in the Ken-
nedy Caucus Room on Capitol Hill.  Each princess is introduced with her escort, who is often a 
Member of Congress from her state or an NCSS or state society officer. 

 

3) The Northeast State Societies Cherry Blossom Princess Dinner on Thursday, April 7, held at the 
Officers Club at Fort Myer in Arlington, Virginia, and sponsored by the Maine State Society. 

 

4) The Cherry Blossom Grand Ball and Sushi Reception on Friday, April 8, which is held at the Re-
nassiance Washington DC Hotel and is an elegant black-tie affair.  It is at this event that the Cher- 
ry Blossom Queen is selected by the time-honored tradition of the spin of the Wheel of Fortune. 

 

5) The 2011 National Cherry Blossom Festival Parade on Saturday morning, April 9, featuring giant      
       balloons, floats, bands, and specialty groups.  It is the first opportunity for the newly-crowned     
       Cherry Blossom Queen and her Japan counterpart to greet the public. 
 

6)    Sakura Matsuri Japanese Street Festival following the Parade, featuring a Japanese beer garden, 
Japanese pop culture, traditional crafts, cuisine, martial arts, and more. 

 

We hope you enjoy these photos and can participate in next year’s celebration marking the 100th 
Anniversary of the planting of the first cherry trees in West Potomac Park.  It will be a great time!!! 
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Special Cherry Blossom Festival Edition 



Japanese Stone Lantern Lighting Ceremony 

Rebecca (center) with other Cherry Blossom Princess prior to ceremony 

L-R: Rie Akiba, Embassy of Japan Princess; Mika Shinzawa, 2011 Japan 
Cherry Blossom Association Queen; Margot Pfefferle, 2010 United States 

Cherry Blossom Festival Queen 



            
 

 
 
 
    
  
                                   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lantern Lighting - 2   

Japanese Ambassador to the United States, The Honorable Ichiro Fujisaki, at the podium   

The Washington Japanese Choral Society Performing with Director Kimiko Shimada-Kitani  



 
 
 

Lantern Lighting - 3   

The Washington Toho Koto Society Performing.  The koto is made of Paulownia wood, is about six feet 
long and ten inches wide, and has thirteen strings of equal size and tension.  A bridge is placed under 

each string.  Moving the bridge up or down results in an infinite range of tunings.  

The Embassy of Japan Princess, Rie Akiba; the 2011Japan Cherry Blossom Asso-
ciation Queen Mika Shinzawa; and other international princesses light the stone 

lantern, which was carved 366 years ago and first lighted in Japan in 1650. 



    

Lantern Lighting - 4   

Cherry Blossom Queens and Embassy Princesses on stage with Cherry Blossom Festival Officials  

Rebecca having a very enjoyable time as the CT Society’s Cherry Blossom Princess 



NCSS Presidents’ Congressional Reception 

Rebecca with her escort at the Congressional Reception, U.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal 

L-R: U.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal, Connecticut Society Cherry Blossom Princess 
Rebecca N. Crosswaith, and Connecticut Society Board Member Scott A. Morris 



Congressional Reception – 2 

Rebecca with some of her fellow Cherry Blossom Princesses and friends from around the country 

Rebecca with her parents, Paul and Shirley Crosswaith 



Congressional Reception – 3 

Rebecca with Margot Pfefferle, 2010 United States Cherry Blossom Festival Queen 

Rebecca introducing Senator Blumenthal as her escort for the Congressional Reception 



Northeast State Societies Cherry Blossom Princess Dinner 

L-R: Ugne Buivydaite, Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania Princess; New Jersey Princess Victoria Gilbert, 
Connecticut Princess Rebecca Crosswaith, 2010 Cherry Blossom Queen Margot Pfefferle, 2011 Japan Cherry 

Blossom Queen Mika Shinzawa, Maine Princess Kelsey Gamble, Massachusetts Princess Lauren Maffeo, 
Delaware Princess Elizabeth Jane McCune, and Embassy of Russia Princess Elizaveta Agladze 

Rebecca with her good friends from Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Delaware 



Northeast State Societies Dinner – 2 

L-R: Connecticut Society Board Member Scott A. Morris; Elizabeth Malerba, 2009 Connecticut State Society 
Cherry Blossom Princess and 2011 Princess Committee Co-Chair; Rebecca N. Crosswaith, 2011 Connecticut 
State Society Cherry Blossom Princess; and Caitlin Donahue, 2010 Connecticut State Society Cherry Blossom 

Princess and 2011 Princess Committee Co-Chair 

L-R: Pennsylvania State Society Princess Alexandra Miller, Maine State Society Princess 
Kelsey Gamble, Connecticut State Society Princess Rebecca Crosswaith, 2010 New Jersey 
State Society Princess Amanda Ussak; New Jersey State Society Princess Victoria Gilbert  



Cherry Blossom Grand Ball and Sushi Reception  

Rebecca with her escort for the Grand Ball, Max Gigle, who is a friend from her hometown of Newington and 
was a member of the Washington staff of U.S. Senator Christopher J. Dodd 

L-R: Arkansas Princess Terry Vo, Oregon Princess Kristen Donheffner, Connecticut Princess   
Rebecca N. Crosswaith, and Wyoming Princess Jessie Allen at the pre-dinner Sushi Reception 



Grand Ball & Sushi Reception – 2 

L-R: Connecticut Society Board Member Scott A. Morris; Connecticut Society Cherry Blossom Princess 
Rebecca N. Crosswaith; and Max Gigle, escort for the Connecticut Society Cherry Blossom Princess 

Junior Cherry Blossom Princesses at the Grand Ball and Sushi Reception having a great time!!! 



Grand Ball & Sushi Reception – 3 

Rebecca and Max at their table, Lucky Number Table 13, prior to the dinner invocation 

2010 Cherry Blossom Festival Queen Margot Pfefferle being escorted to the ballroom stage 



Grand Ball & Sushi Reception – 4 

Rebecca and Max on the dance floor 

The 2011 Cherry Blossom Princesses on the stage prior to the spin of the Wheel of Fortune and the se-
lection and crowning of the 2011 Cherry Blossom Festival Queen 



Grand Ball & Sushi Reception – 5 

Guarding the spectacular Mikimoto Crown, a priceless Japanese work of art, which the next 
Cherry Blossom Festival Queen will be crowned with; don’t mess with these guys!!! 

Alison Speaker, West Virginia State Society Cherry Blossom Princess, after having been 
selected and crowned the 2011 Cherry Blossom Festival Queen 



2011 National Cherry Blossom Festival Parade          
and Sakura Matsui Japanese Street Festival  

The parade route was Constitution Avenue, N.W. from 7th Street to 17th Street; the parade lasted two hours. 

Rebecca (at right) walking the parade route with her fellow Cherry Blossom Princesses  



Parade and Street Festival – 2 

Alison Speaker, 2011 United States Cherry Blossom Queen, with Mike Shinzawa, 2011 Japan Cherry Blossom 
Association Queen, proceeding along the route of the parade   

Parade Grand Marshal Atticus Shaffer who is a member of the cast of ABC’s “The Middle” 



Parade and Street Festival – 3 

Banner of the Majestic Knights Marching Band of Ballou Senior High School, where  
Rebecca is currently working as a tutor and mentor to five 14 year old girls. 

The Majestic Knights Marching Band of Ballou Senior High School, located in the Anacostia section of D.C. 



Parade and Street Festival – 4 

The Banner for the Sakura Matsui Japanese Street Festival, sponsored by the Japan-America Soci-
ety of Washington, D.C., an educational and cultural organization.  

Rebecca (at right) standing on stage with her fellow Cherry Blossom Princesses at the Street Festival 



Parade and Street Festival – 5 

L-R: Jessie Catherine Kennedy, Virginia Cherry Blossom Princess and First Runner-Up for Cherry Blos-
som Queen; Mika Shinzawa, 2011 Japan Cherry Blossom Association Queen; Alison Speaker, 2011 
United States Cherry Blossom Queen; Rie Akiba, Embassy of Japan Princess; and Victoria Rocha,     

Nevada State Society Cherry Blossom Princess 

Elizaveta Agladze, Embassy of Russia Princess, with an aspiring Cherry Blossom Princess 



Parade and Street Festival – 6 

Rebecca introducing herself to the crowd at the Sakura Matsui Japanese Street Festival 



Name:   
Address:   
City/ State/ Zip:  
Phone Number:  
 

E-Mail Address:       ____________________________________________________ 
 

Connecticut Home Town (if applicable):      

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Return this application with $25 annual membership fee 
to the Connecticut Society, c/o Brian Mahar, 350 G 
Street, S.W., #406, Washington, D.C. 20024 for a one 
year membership and to receive a quarterly newsletter 
and news about special events in the D.C. Metro area. 

The Cherry Blossom Princess Program 

350 G Street, S.W., Unit 406 
Washington, D.C.  20024 
(202) 675-3052 
www.ctsociety-dc.org 

T hank you again to our Connecticut Society 2011 Cherry Blossom Princess, Rebecca N. 
Crosswaith; to all of the young ladies who applied to be Connecticut Society Cherry Blos-
som Princess in 2011; and to the dedicated and hard-working Co-Chairs of the Connecti-
cut Society’s Princess Committee, Elizabeth Malerba, 2009 Connecticut Society Cherry 

Blossom Princess, and Caitlin Donahue, 2010 Connecticut Society Cherry Blossom Princess.  This 
could not have been done with out you all, and the Connecticut Society appreciates your enthusiasm 
and efforts.  
 

Thank you, Rebecca, for making a point to be involved in all of NCSS’s community service activi-
ties - the Heart of America Foundation’s Books from the Heart Program; The Capital Area Food 
Bank distribution; and the USO’s assembling of care packages.  These projects are so important and  
certainly demonstrate your commitment to helping people less fortunate than ourselves.  Great job!!!  


